
Did you make a valid
extension application? 

Did you make it on
or before the last day of

your leave? 

Was it an application under
the Immigration Rules or the

EEA Regulations? 

Was the Home Office decision
taken on or before the last

day of your leave?

No

No

EEA

Yes

Immigration Rules 

s.3C will extend only if 
application was made on or before leave expired.  

Check the Rules for precise date of application! 
 

**Making an application within 14 or 28 days of leave 
or s.3C expiring does not extend leave under s.3C**

An application under the EEA regulations  
does not extend s.3C leave.

LEAVE
EXTENDED BY

S.3C

Were you given an in­
country right of appeal? 

Was a valid appeal lodged  
in­time (or can an in­time
appeal still be brought)?

s.3C only bites if the Home Office decision 
is taken after the expiry of visa. 

 
**If the Home Office refused your application before 
your visa expired, then s.3C will not bite. Making an 
in-time appeal in this case will not extend s.3C**

If a human rights claim is rejected under 
paragraph 353 or certified as clearly unfounded, 

such that you have an out-of-country (or no) right of appeal, 
your leave expired when the decision was served. 

 
    **Judicial Review proceedings will not extend s.3C leave**

No lawful  
leave in the UK 

APPLICATION
REFUSED 

Were you issued  
a BRP card, vignette, or an  

entry clearance stamp?  

LEAVE
EXTENDED BY

S.3C 

Until a decision is taken. 
Note that if the application is withdrawn or you leave the UK,  

s.3C leave will come to an end.  

You may wish to seek  
professional legal assistance from  

a reputable lawyer. 

Until appeal rights are exhausted.  
Note that if the appeal is withdrawn or you leave the UK, 

s.3C leave will come to an end.  

Human Rights Applications and s.3C leave
This is a flowchart to assist with identifying whether those who have or are about to
make a human rights claim are protected under s.3C of the Immigration Act 1971.
This is not  suitable for Points-Based System migrants or EEA nationals and their
family members. 

**This is a guide only** It is always advisable to seek professional legal assistance
in respect of your immigration matters. 

Email: info@richmondchambers.com 
Website: www.richmondchambers.com 
Seven Henrietta Street, London WC2E 8PS 
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Home Office
guidance states no
s.3C. But arguably
protected by s.3C if

permission to extend
time is granted


